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and the family settled on Decatur Street where 
he joined the Decatur-Howard-Saratoga Block 
Association in October 1953. He was elected 
president, serving 1958–1959, then served 
again from 1983–1985. 

From 1959 to 1967, Albert worked for the 
New York Transit Authority as a bus driver. In 
1983 Albert was selected to join the Prince 
Hall Masonic Lodge. In July 1985, he joined 
the Ancient Egyptian Arabic Order Knights of 
the Mystic Shrine, Abu Bekr Temple No. 61 
and served until 2005. He later worked briefly 
for Assemblyman William Boyland, Sr., going 
around to the various schools and day care 
centers to find out what they needed in the 
way of assistance or participating in events 
such as graduations and other affairs. Albert 
and Zenith celebrated 62 years of marriage on 
September 17, 2012. 

Mr. Speaker, I would like to recognize Mr. 
Albert Terry for his successful career and con-
tinued work in service to the community. 
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HONORING MARILYN R. FELTON 

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, November 15, 2012 

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to honor a Librarian, Marilyn 
Rankin Felton, who was born on July 30, 1962 
in Natchez, Mississippi to Mr. Judge Rankin 
and Mrs. Annie James Rankin of Fayette, Mis-
sissippi. Her father worked as a farmer plant-
ing and growing the food that would feed the 
family, while her mother was an active part of 
the Civil Rights Movement in the 1960s, faith-
fully fighting to secure the civil rights so that 
her children and others would have the right to 
a prosperous life. As a child being reared by 
a father who spent most of his life as a share-
cropper and a mother who believed in fighting 
for the rights of others, she knew that hard 
work and dedication would play a significant 
role in her life. 

She graduated from Jefferson County High 
School in 1980, after which she attended 
Copiah-Lincoln Community College in Natch-
ez, Mississippi for a short time. She set aside 
obtaining a college degree to work at a Wire 
Harness Plant in Fayette, Mississippi. She 
married Lee Felton in March 1984 and at the 
age of twenty-one, she realized the impor-
tance of the family. In doing so, she was 
blessed with three children to instill those 
same values in. 

For the next six years, she would work at 
the Wire Harness, where she endured long 
hours of standing on concrete floors while 
working in a humid building that was sizzling 
hot during summer months and frigid cold dur-
ing winter months. The Wire Harness Plant 
closed its door in 1990 and she used the fact 
that she was unemployed as an opportunity to 
continue her education. 

Nevertheless, continuing her education was 
gradual because she worked at local stores as 
a cashier for the next few years; however, that 
did not fulfill her dream. In 1996 she returned 
to Copiah-Lincoln Community College to ob-
tain a degree in Business Technology. In Sep-
tember 1997 her professional life provided her 
with an avenue to fulfill her dream of helping 
others when she was hired as a substitute Li-
brarian with the Copiah-Jefferson Regional Li-

brary System (Fayette Branch). In September 
1998, she was hired as the Branch Manager/ 
Librarian. 

In 1998, her mother, Mrs. Annie V. Rankin 
suddenly passed away and Marilyn knew she 
had to find a way to keep her mother’s beliefs 
known, which she did by helping others. She 
successfully founded the Jefferson County Li-
brary Christmas Toy Drive in 2001 for under-
privileged children of Jefferson Co. and sur-
rounding areas. For ten years, the annual toy 
drive has been instrumental in providing an 
average of 200 children per year with toys for 
Christmas. 

Her career as a Librarian has provided her 
an opportunity to visit libraries in the state of 
Mississippi, New Orleans, Louisiana, La-
crosse, Wisconsin and Rome, Italy. As a li-
brarian, she has worked effortlessly to provide 
programs for children and adults at the Jeffer-
son County Library as well as expose the pa-
trons to various authors from Mississippi, 
Georgia, and Pennsylvania. 

Marilyn cherishes the belief that learning is 
an ongoing process because she is presently 
a sophomore at Walden University, majoring 
in Child Development as she has maintained 
a 4.0 GPA since enrollment. 

Nevertheless, the success of her life and 
career is to freely give of your wisdom and 
knowledge to those who need it and desire it. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in recognizing a librarian, Marilyn Rankin 
Felton, for her dedication to serving others. 
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Mr. SHULER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the members of my Congressional Staff 
who have served with me over the past six 
years while I have been in office. A Member 
of Congress’ most important responsibility is to 
provide exceptional constituent services and 
my team is second to none in providing the 
best assistance to all in our District. My Wash-
ington, D.C. office is also tasked with re-
searching, processing, analyzing, and making 
recommendations on an infinite number of re-
ports, policies, and legislation. I could not ask 
for a more talented or dedicated team, and I 
take great pride in the work that each staff 
member has done not only on my behalf, but 
also on behalf of the 11th Congressional Dis-
trict of North Carolina and the United States. 

My team has shown a strong sense of dedi-
cation to meeting the needs of our constitu-
ency. I owe a debt of gratitude to each one of 
them for the support and friendship which they 
have shown me while I have served in Con-
gress. 

Julie Fishman served as a member of my 
Washington, D.C. staff for almost four years, 
beginning in 2008. Managing my schedule and 
daily functions in both D.C. and in the District 
requires a great deal of organization and at-
tention to detail, and Julie performed the role 
with precision and skill. Often the first point of 
contact for folks in the District, Julie endeared 
herself to the countless constituents with 
whom she interacted. During her tenure, Julie 
served in various roles, always willing and 
eager to learn new skills and further her pro-

fessional development. Above all, Julie was a 
trusted, loyal and dedicated member of the 
team. 

Julie should be proud of the service she has 
provided to our District and country. It has 
been an honor to serve with her and as I retire 
from office I wish her the very best in the fu-
ture. Western North Carolina is a better place 
because of her efforts and I will cherish the 
memories of serving with Julie and the team 
by my side. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in recognizing and thanking Julie Fishman for 
her hard work on behalf of all of Western 
North Carolina and to wish her continued suc-
cess in her future endeavors. 
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IN HONOR OF THE REVEREND DR. 
J.H. FLAKES, JR. 

HON. SANFORD D. BISHOP, JR. 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, November 15, 2012 

Mr. BISHOP of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, it is 
with a heavy heart and solemn remembrance 
that I rise today to pay tribute to the Reverend 
Dr. Johnny H. Flakes, Jr., an inspiring spiritual 
and community leader and the beloved Pastor 
of Fourth Street Missionary Baptist Church in 
Columbus, Georgia for fifty-one years and 
Good Hope Missionary Baptist Church in 
Phenix City, Alabama for fifty-three years. 

Sadly, Dr. Flakes passed away on Monday, 
November 12, 2012. His passing leaves a tre-
mendous void in the hearts of his family, 
friends, and the Columbus and Phenix City 
communities. On Friday, November 16, 2012, 
a funeral service will be held in his honor at 
Fourth Street Baptist Church in Columbus, 
Georgia. 

Dr. Flakes was born on January 12, 1934 in 
Phenix City, Alabama. His story is a truly in-
spiring one. As a young man, he dropped out 
of high school, married young, and was un-
able to adequately provide for his family due 
to alcohol and gambling addictions. However, 
he heard the sound of God’s voice and an-
swered the call, surrendering his life to Jesus 
Christ. He was called to the monumental task 
of pastoring two rapidly-growing churches in 
two different states. Even so, he still found the 
strength, discipline, and dedication to drive 
back and forth from Columbus to Nashville, 
Tennessee each week over four years to earn 
his GED and Bachelor of Arts degree from 
American Baptist College, for which he would 
later go on to serve as Chairman of the Board 
of Trustees and have the administration build-
ing on the school’s campus named in his 
honor. 

Throughout his pastoral career, always 
seeking to improve the craft of Christian min-
istry and discipleship, Dr. Flakes became a 
leader in the National Baptist Congress of 
Christian Education, served as President of 
the Congress of Christian Education for the 
General Missionary Baptist Convention of 
Georgia for many years and ultimately served 
on the Executive Committee Board of the Na-
tional Baptist Convention. Dr. Flakes also re-
ceived honorary doctorate degrees from A.B. 
Lee Theological Seminary in Jacksonville, 
Florida and his alma mater, American Baptist 
College. 

A fierce believer in equality and justice for 
all, Dr. Flakes was not only a profound theolo-
gian but also a strong civic leader. He served 
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